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The Rishis entreated him to recall this dreadful order,
promising that he should have a share of the sacrifices.
Vena, waxing more arrogant, asked, f( Who are the
gods ? They are all present in a king's person ; he is
composed of all the gods." As the king would not
hearken, each Muni took a blade of sacred grass and
smote him with it They then rubbed his thigh and
produced from it a hideous black being, who became the
progenitor of the Nishadas, and thus the evil of the king
was extracted. They then rubbed his right hand, and
a glorious son named Prithu was the result, who showed
great respect to the Brahmans.

Nahusha was a powerful king, who, intoxicated with
pride, made Brahmans carry him on their shoulders.
At length his arrogance becoming intolerable, a sage
named Agastya was placed amongst the bearers. As
the holy men were proceeding with their load, the
monarch touched him with his foot, whereupon the sage
cried out, " Fall, thou serpent" Immediately the proud
monarch, who had, by his austerities, raised himself to
the position of king of the gods, was changed into a
serpent, and continued in that form until he was released
by Yudhisthira, the righteous king.

Nimi requested a Rishi to celebrate a sacrifice for him
which was to last a thousand years ; but the Brahman
being already engaged for five hundred years, promised
to come at the expiration of that period. Nimi, anxious
to proceed, engaged another priest At the expiration
of the five hundred years the Brahman to whom the
king had first spoken, incensed at the slight that had
been shown him by the engagement of another priest
without consulting him, said, " Let Nimi be deprived of
his body."

The story of the quarrel between Visishtha, a Brahman